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Ant. 1—ON THE INTERNAL USE OF AMMONIA IN EPILEPSY. 
BY L.MARTINET. FORMERLY CHEF DE CLINIQUE AT THE HOTEL-DIEU. 
We have long maintained, published,' and taught the opinion, that we he 
jm are possessed of no such agents as “true or dizect antispasmodics,”—none, : 
jigl. Gain other words, which are endowed with a property of directly resolv- * 
ium ing spasm; that they are all indirect agents, acting by the impression Ne 
which they produce upon the whole of the nervous system, as in the case tf 
Mee of narcotics ; or upon a part, as where the ordinary antispasmodics, asa- Hi 


tem fetida, musk, castor, skunk-cabbage, &c., are administered, whose main i 
eB action is exerted on the gustatory nerves,—those which possess excitant vir- af 
tues acting in addition on the nerves of the stomach; and that where simple : 
excitants, as ether, ammonia, &c., are invoked as antispasmodics, they act ; 
altogether in the mode last mentioned. In every instance, the new nervous 4 
impression, when local, detracts or derives from the erethism seated else- ; 
where, which constitutes the spasmodic condition. if 
These views are confirmed by the facts contained in the communication 
before us,? from the pen of the intelligent author of the “ Manual of Patho- 
logy,” and the “ Treatise on Therapeutics,” by which the name of Martinet 
as been favourably known on this side the Atlantic. 

After detailing a case from Hufeland’s Journal, by Dr. Handel, which has 
been transferred to the “ Bibliothéque de Thérapeutique” of M. Bayle, and 
from which M. Martinet infers, and infers correctly, that every diffusible 
uid might have the same success as ammonia, he gives the history of the 
@eeases which suggested his observations, concluding with the following 
@eeductions :— 
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“1. When epilepsy exists with aura, and the parts that are the seat of the 
Zura are remote from the brain, the loss of consciousness being then less 
budden, the use of ammonia, administered internally, may become a valu- 


rt on 
their 


8vo. Gable means for suspending the attacks. 
a ‘2. As observation shows that the repetition of epileptic attacks favours } 
@eeheir subsequent return, and that their infrequency renders their return less iL 

item, @ probable, the internal use of ammonia, by arresting the attack at the moment 
phia, vhen it is threatening, has the secondary effect of keeping off subsequent H 
pelve Wampttacks, and consequently of preventing the return of the disease. re 
, the Mm “3. The effects of ammonia, administered internally, are efficacious in iy 
best |gproportion to the rapidity with which it is given, and the nearer the moment ik 
1 the pone the stomach is to that at which the aura epileptica begins to be 4 
must 4 


jGeneral Therapeutics, p. 380. . 2 Bulletin Général de Thérapeutique, Nov. 1836. 
VOL. 1.—5 
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4, All things, moreover, being equal, ammonia is of greater efficacy 
when the attacks of epilepsy are frequent than when they only recur at lon; | 
intervals. 1 

“5. Different trials, made on the most fit mode of administering ammonia | 
internally, have resulted in preference being given to the following :— . 

R. Aque Tilie iiss! 
Liq. Ammonie __ git. x vel xij 
Syrup Althee ss. 
“The patient should carry the mixture about his person, and take the | 


whole at once, as soon as he feels the preludes to the paroxysm; success 
depending on the rapidity with which it enters the stomach.” 


Arr. IL—BROOM-SEED IN DROPSICAL AFFECTIONS. 


A small pamphlet, on this subject, has been issued by Dr. Richard Pear 
son,’ formerly one of the physicians to the Birmingham Hospital, and lately 7 
Lecturer on Materia Medica in the Birmingham School of Medicine. It con] 
tains three lithographic illustrations of the common broom, and of the yel- 7 


low Spanish broom. They are, as Dr, Pearson observes, doubtless faith{u| 9 tar 
representations of the living specimens. The Dr. Eccles, referred to in the 4 \ be 
following extract, is one of the physicians to the Birmingham Hospital, ani 9 tics 
Lecturer on the Principles and Practice of Physic in the Birmingham Schoo! jj, 


of Medicine. a 
This pamphlet was the last contribution to medicine from the venerable: @ 
author, who died not long ago at an advanced age. = 


“From very remote times the broom has been in repute as a remedy in 7 
dropsical affections.? The preparation generally employed has been a decoc- 9 
tion of the green tops; but it is the purport of the following pages to show” 
that the preference should be given to the seeds, either in substance or in Mj 
the form of a tincture. : | WA 

“In a communication inserted in the ‘Edinburgh Medical and Surgical ¥ 
Journal,’ for July, 1834, I pointed out the objections to which the decoction § 
is liable, and stated the advantages to be obtained from the administration o! 4 
the seeds. In the same communication I moreover took occasion to mention | 
that the employment of the seeds was no new suggestion. They were pre 
scribed many years ago by several practitioners; but in a very rude ani @ 
unsatisfactory. manner. Hence, instead of giving the seeds in unassigne/ 


quantities in wine, it was desirable to have a tincture prepared from them, 


1 The distilled water of the flowers of the “lime or linden tree,” (Eau de Tilleul,) 7 
not kept by our apothecaries. Its place may be supplied by any of the aromati 7 
2 London, 1835. 8vo, pp. 15. 3 
3 From the manner in which the late Professor Murray has expressed himse!| 
(Apparatus Medicamiaum, vol. ii., p. 445), it might be inferred that Lobel first notice 
the emetic action of the seeds. But Dioscorides, who wrote upwarde of fifteen centuri 
before Lobel’s time, says that the fruit (i. e. the seeds) and the flowers of this shru! 
taken in honey and water, produce strong vomiting, and that the seeds, moreovel, 
operate by stool. His words are Tore o was ra. 
ave yer’ wrarens. 0 dt ives TH 
AIOZKOPLAOY MEPI IATPIKHE fed. J. xp. q 


from Sprengel’s editior., 2 vols. 8vo, published at Leipsic, 1829. 
“ All the observations of Dioscorides apply to the Spanish broom,—the spartiv® 7 
junceum, of modern writers on the materia medica.” q 
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Broom-seed in Dropsical Affections. 39 
‘acy GP on uniform strength, and suited to be added, in regulated doses, to draughts 
long @® and mixtures. For these hints I am indebted to my friend, Dr. Eccles. 
_ Ge “These draughts and mixtures may be compounded of 3i or 3 ij of the 
onla Ge tincture of the broom-seed, added to a proper quantity of pure water, 
WH uromatised with tincture of ginger, tincture of cardamom, or tincture of 
cinnamon. 
“The formula for preparing the tincture adopted dt the hospital of this 
town, is the following :' 
the | “R, Spartii juncei seminum contusorum, § i). 
cess Spirits tenuioris, § viij. Macera per dies decem et cola. 


“In regulating the doses of the tincture, much caution was at first requi- 

site. That we might not be taken by surprise, by the occurrence of nausea 

. or diarrha@a, Dr. Eccles and myself began with small doses, such as 3ss., of 

the tincture; but after a time it appeared that we might safely prescribe 

larger doses, viz. Si. or Sij., to be repeated three times a day; and, in 

Gee certain cases, the quantity of 3iij. may be given at a dose every fourth hour. 
Pear. ia “During the use of the tincture in full doses, if diarrhea should be in- 


tm duced, it may easily be checked, by adding five or six drops of tincture of 
ately See Opium to ouch of the draughts, or to a corresponding quantity of the mixture. 
con: & “The action of the broom, like that of all diuretics, is promoted by due 
_ yel- GM dilution. Perhaps the best drink for this purpose is a solution of the super- 
ith ful Mage tartrate of potassa (cream of tartar) in water, a wine-glass full of which may 
n the Mame De taken ad libitum. 


| anda “In old gouty subjects affected with dropsy, with whom the above-men- 
» 20° BM tioned acidulous salt may not agree, lemon-peel iea, or weak ginger tea, may 
chool HM be substituted in its stead, as a common drink. And in shattered constitu- 


me tions, where dropsy is accompanied with great debility, it will be useful to 
mgive, with the tincture of the broom-seed, small doses of sulphate of quinine, 
Sor sulphate of iron, or some other chalybeate preparation. 

“But what are the advantages, it may be asked, which the broom pos- 
sesses over other diuretics? They are these: most of the other diuretics, 
and particularly the digitalis and squill, can only be persisted in for a limited 
lime, in consequence of their sedative effects® inducing loss of appetite and 
> Or in mimpaired action of the organs of digestion; whereas, the broom is a fonico-. 

Weeciuretic,® improving the appetite, and invigorating the whole system, and > 


irgicalj@mmay, therefore, be persisted in for an indefinite length of time. It is, 
oction@mmunquestionably, the safest of all diuretics. 
tion ol “But, from these observations, let it not be inferred that the broom can 


ention ucceed in all cases of dropsy. Visceral disease and organic affection it 


re pre annot remove, any more than other diuretics: but in such cases, it is 
le an apable of affording relief by lessening the quantity of the effused fluid, 
signe((™mwithout at the same time lowering the patient. In these cases of visceral 
em, 0 isease, small doses of submuriate of mercury (calomel),—for instance, 


igr..—should be given every night, discontinuing the use of the mercury if 
tyalism should be 
“Tt is further proper to remark that the broom is a diuretic not adapted to 
hydrocephalus, nor to cases of ovarian dropsy. Of the action of the broom- 
@epced tincture in that species of anasarca which occurs io children after an 
maettack of scarlatina, we are at present without any experience: but I should 
expect that when combined with saline medicines, it would speedily carry 
pi the effused fluid, especially if the surface of the body were to be sponged 
ight and morning, during the administration of the tincture, with tepid 
inegar and water, or tepid salt and water.” 


'“ See the excellent Syllabus of Materia Medica, by Dr. James Johnstone, published 

Renshaw. London, 1835.” 

Sm’ “ The squill in its first action, and in moderate doses, is stimulant; but in its 
bcondary action, and in full doses, it is sedative.” 

*“ According to some recent accounts, the tonic principle of the willow, termed 

licina, has been detected in one species of the broom.” 
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Art. IIl.—REPORTS OF INSANE ASYLUMS. 
(BOSTON AND PHILADELPHIA. ) 


The report of the steward of the M‘Lean Asylum for the Insane, for the © 
year 1836,' is an interesting document, as exhibiting the signal effects of a — 
well directed system of moral revulsion in the cure of insanity. j 

The number that enjoyed the advantages of the institution during the 
year was one hundred and eighty-three, of whom one hundred and twelve 7 
were discharged on the first of January last. Of these sixty-four had re- “J 
covered; seven were convalescent; two much improved; five improved; © 
nine not improved; fifteen were sent away by order of committee; ten 7 
died. Of the nine discharged, “not improved,” five were hopeless cases of 7 
masturbation at the time of their admission ; two were idiotic, and two had ~ 
insufficient trial. Of the deaths, one was of phthisis pulmonalis ; one of old 7 
age; one of mania with convulsions; one of dysentery ; one of suicide; two 7% 
of marasmus; one of fracture of the neck of the thigh bone ; and two of acute 
inflammation of mucous membrane (? of the bowels). The case of phthisis @ 
was admitted in the last stage of the disease, and died in four days after. § 
wards. When he entered, he weighed fifty-five pounds! 


“The system of moral management pursued, is the same as that of the Wye sz 
last year, and wi!l be seen by reference to the last annual report. Ou | 
amusements are various and numerous. We keep a carriage, two carioles, © 
one chaise and four horses, which are devoted almost exclusively to the use 7 im 
of the patients. Many cf them ride every fair day, and have, the last year, 7 
ridden ten ‘housand miles. The males are aiso engaged at bowls, quoits, % 
bass-ball, fishing, fancy painting, dancing, reading, swinging, and 
throwing the ring, &c. Of the one hundred and three male patients who 
have been in the institution during the year, seventy have been engaged in 7 
out-door amusements, passing, in this way, three thousand five hundred and i agr 
forty-one hours. Seventy-seven have walked ten thousand four hundreé | is 
and thirty-one miles. Some have walked, individually, over one hundred hou 
and fifty miles per month. Twenty-four have occupied one hundred ani offic 
nineteen hours in fishing. 

“In our ‘Labour Department’ the patients have been equally active ani @to o 
interested. Seventy-seven of the males have engaged in manual labou, @jsion 
and have worked, allowing six hours per day, (more than which no patien! jjand 
has been asked to work) one thousand seven hundyed and ninet -eight days am Afte 

“ Gardening, the cultivation of flowers, and farming, as usual, have occu) @jmee 
pied and interested many of the patients during the whole season. The @the 
tastes and wishes of each individual have been, in al! cases, consuiicd a @jand 
far as possible ; and while some were engaged with the team, others woull 7% 
be equally ambitious to excel in planting, hoeing, or in displaying their taste 7 
in the arrangement of the flower-beds and borders. Thus their irritabiliy (Brest 
was expended in healthy exercise and occupation, and instead of meeting jthe | 
them in the halls in tattered pores with oaths and imprecations, we arg 
greeted in the walks with the affectionate grasp of friends, their counte ypbut 1 
nances glowing with pleasure and contentment, and each commenting, i (gsions 
his own way, upon the business of the day. Glas 

“Nor has our labour resulted in mere amusement, as the harvest of ou: Win 
crops abundantly testifies. Our farm and lands, inclusive of all the ground: @RBost« 
occupied by the buildings and courts, consist of twenty-five acres. We rectic 
have raised, for the most pa vegetables enough of every kind to suppl) gn B: 
the institution for the year, and have cut hay culleient to beep five horse ™™mnifo: 


2In the “ Annual Report to the Board of Trustees of the Massachusetts Gene’ pleas: 
Hospital, for the year 1 
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and six cows, besides storing eighty barrels of appies and fifty bushels of 
pears. We have also made rose-water enough for medicinal and culinary 
purposes, and disposed of fifteen dollars worth. The net profits of our farm 
and garden, for the past year, have been $500. 


‘the 4 “In April (the 20th) we opened the dome of the male wing as a carpenter’s 
of a “ie shop for the patients, having previously secured the services of a judicious 
carpenter to superintend and work with them; and, although we were confident 

the 9 of success, our hopes have been more than realised. Not the least accident 
lve has occurred, although the patients have not been restricted in the use of 
tools, and herein, as I conceive, our safety lies. The patients feeling them- 

| re- TM selves under no restriction, consider that they are placed upon their honour, 
ved; (9% and their self-respect being called into action, they would not forfeit the 
, ten Ee confidence and good opinion of the officers for any consideration. Give a 


es of Mae man constant employment, treat him with uniform kindness and respect, 
had fag 2nd however insane he may be, very little need be feared from him, either 
fold a of mischief or violence. 

n ole “ Fifty — have worked in the shop, at six hours per day, and have 


; (WO SE been employed eleven hundred and fifty-one days; and made seven thov- 
acute (jm sand two hundred and thirty-six boxes, which have been sold for $907.06. 

thisis mm. “‘ In cases of masturbation, we depend entirely on labour for restoration. 
after. a During a residence of ten years in this asylum, I have never known a 


single case of masturbation to be cured, unless the patient engaged in 

wan regular labour, This is a very large and most unfortunate class of the in- 

f the ij sane. We seldom receive a case of this kind in its incipient stage. It is so 
Our 3M insidious in its approach, that before the friends of the patient are aware of 
ioles, 9M his situation, he is past recovery. Labour promises the only relief. More 


e use us improvement in this class has been evinced the past year, than in all the 
yea, gmp others together, and work alone has effected it. 
uoits, mm 6“ The results in the female wing have been equally interesting. Fifty 


, and — have been received. Of this number, have recovered, 30. Conva- 
tescent, 8. Much improved, 5. Improved, 3. Died, 4. Total, 50. 
ed inj “The ‘Belknap Sewing Society’ continues its operation, and affords 
d and jm agreeable occupation and “sae for its members. They continue their 
ndred regular weekly meetings, which are held in the oval room of the mansion 
ndred | house, or in one of the halls of the wing. In the absence of the presiding 
d andjggm officer, the meeting is organised by choosing, on nomination, by a vote of a 
yy Majority, one of the members to act as président pro tem., whose duty it is 
to oversee the work and read some interesting story selected for the occa- 


sion. Their employment is piecing and quilting bed coverings, and making 
ya tie and mending garments and furniture for the institution and ‘the patients. 
: day After the labours of the day are over, tea is passed round and then the 
. oce meeting adjourns. The account of each day’s proceedings is recorded in 


wamthe society’s book. It is sixteen months since the society was organised, 
;gpand the avails of their work have been, in cash, $112.96. 


would “Tn all our amusements and recreations, it is our intention to blend utility 
r taste@@@mWith labour or diversion. Thus when we walk or ride, some object of inte- 
abilityjgmmerest 1s sought to visit; and in this respect, the advantages of the locality of 
eetingaummthe Institution are pre-eminent. It stands in the midst of the most interest- 


Saeg portion of New England, isolated from the noise and throng of business, 
pout in full view of the capital and its beautiful environs. During the excur- 
lesions of the past year, the patients have visited repeatedly the Navy Yard, 
tGlass-houses, State Prison, Fresh Pond, on which sailing was enjoyed, 


of oulggmWinship’s Nurseries, Institution for the Blind, Dorchester Heights, East 
roundjgg@oston, Mount Auburn, Chelsea Hospital, the Houses of Industry, of Cor- 
. Wearection and of Reformation, at South Boston, and some of the green-houses 
supp ge” Brookline and other places. In these excursions the patients have 
horse jgmniformly conducted [themselves] with perfect propriety. 


We. Following out this plan, (of the combination of labour with utility and 
epleasure,) the Belknap Sewing Society is professedly and operatively 
Mepenevolent. They furnish clothing for any of their members who may be 
Peedy, and sometimes purchase for themselves articles of taste and fancy ; 
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and they seek out and assist the afflicted and destitute of the neighbourhood. 
The poor widow, whose husband was killed in asudden and shocking man- 
ner, fast summer, by the railroad engine, was visited, and mourning was 
provided for herself and daughter at the expense of the society. They 
called a special meeting and deputed a member to purchase the articles 
necessary ; and, with their accustomed promptness, made them with thei: 
own hands. I mention this, not as an act of charity worth naming, but as 
exemplifying the fruits of a system of moral management which is pursued, 
and to show that our patients are not excluded from society, and that there 
f is scope enough for useful occupation, even here. The making of the 
dresses for this widow and her daughter, for the time, engaged the united 
interest and attention of all. Diseased manifestations were quieted in the 


y universal feeling of sympathy for that afflicted family. This being over, 
i something else would be found to excite a similar interest—and a succes- 
" sion of objects to engage their attention and call into exercise the better 


i impressions, and bring about, with many, the healthy and natura! operations 
i of the mind and body. 
i “Our social meetings, for diversion and recreation, continue to exert a 
benign influence on the convalescent. The weekly dances are continued 
Ms with unabated interest, and the deportment of the patients, without a single 
eh exception, has been respectful and appropriate. Fifty-four of the males and 
fifty-two of the females ee itended on these occasions. A sure guarantee 
t against all improprieties is found in the constant attendance of both nurses 
: and officers, who take an active part in the amusements. We assemble at 
an early hour of the evening, and the recreations consist in alternate dances 
and marches, with occasional songs, accompanied by the piano. At eight 
o’clock refreshments are served, and at nine the party “breaks up.” For 
two or three days before the party, the females are engaged in preparing 
their dresses for the occasion, and for some days after they have a fund for 
remark in the events of the evening. The males, also, are found practising 
the figures of the dance, and perfecting themselves in the marches during 
the week. The females have, besides, meetings every afternoon in the 
oval room during the winter season, at which they read one hour, and pass 
another in practising upon the piano and in the exercise of dancing. 

“In this connection I will remark, that, in August last, the male patients 

; and their attendants organised themselves into a military company, made 
1s _ their by-laws, chose their officers, and took the name of the M‘Lean Guards. 
iP They marched out into the street for a drill twice each week. 
“ Out religious meetings and exercises, mentioned in the Jast annual report, 
. have been continued, and with all the success which the trial of last year 
’ led us to anticipate. Seventy-nine of the males and sixty-six females have 
, attended family prayers. Not’ the least disturbance has been witnessed; 
i" but a great degree of solemnity, suited to the occasion, has universally been 
: maintained, and the patients of both departments, with a few exceptions, 
depend as much upon being present at this exercise, as upon their daily 
he meals. The attendance at prayers is altogether a matter of choice. 

“ We have had preaching nearly every Sabbath evening during the year. 
Several clergymen in this vicinity have contributed, very cheerfully, their 
services, and to them we tender our united thanks. ‘Imey have universally 
expressed surprise at the wonderful stillness and attention of the audience. 

‘Fifty of the males and forty-six of the females have attended public 
worship at Charlestown and Cambridge. 

* Our females, the past year, have ridden some thousands of miles, walked 
in the country one thousand one hundred and fifty-nine miles, walked in the 


feelings of their nature, has helped to do away, little hy little, diseased | 


garden one hundred and fifty hours, folded and ironed clothes one thousand © 


and twenty-five hours, and assisted in domestic concerns one thousand and © 


twenty-five hours. 


viz. two hundred cords; and have carted one hundred cords from the whar! 


“In addition to the work before stated as having been done by the males, ‘ 
they have sawed, split, and piled all the wood for the whole establishment, © 
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to the house. Work promises much, and it has been the aim of the Institu- 
tion, the past year, to keep every patient employed in labour as far as pos- 
sible. One patient has braided and sewed one hundred palm-leaf hats.” 


In the appendix, the steward gives the following cases, selected from 
many that have occurred during the past year, as evidences of the salutary 
effects of labour in the treatment of these unfortunates :— 


“Cass 1.—-A young man was brought to us handcuffed, who had been 
insane six months, and during half of that period had been chained to the 
floor,—constantly growing worse, (as any one would under similar circum- 
stances, )—and disposed to tear his clothes and be filthy. We immediately 
removed his chains and fetters, and with the assurance that we were true 
friends to him, and would treat him kindly, he seemed very much pleased 
and happy ; but he was noisy and much excited, and loud in his curses upon 
those who had chained him ; he was taken into the garden to work the next 
day, and continuing to work daily, his excitement soon passed off. In six 
weeks from the time of his admission, he rode with me to Boston and 
selected a suit of ‘Sunday clothes.’ In less than two months he was per- 
mitted to work without an attendant, and before the end of three months he 
was discharged well. 

“Case 2,—was brought here three months since, in a very distressing 
state. He had been insane more than three years. Was violent, trouble- 
some, and fiithy. Had been kept in a cage, his friends believing him under 
the influence of supernatural powers. In his cage he gave full scope to his 
diseased fancies,—lost all self-respect,—tore up his clothes and defiled his 
person. His keepers would, occasionaly, ‘ drive him out’ to a pond near by 
and make him wash himself, and then return to his cage. On the approach 
of cold weather he was brought to this Institution ‘to stay till it could be 
ascertained if he were really bewitched.’ For a few days after admission, 
he continued his filthy habits; but within three weeks he kept himself 
neatly clothed, and worked daily. He is now with the convalescent, quiet 
and respectable, and in a fair way to recover. 

“Case 3.—A periodical case of excitement, the turns recurring once a 
month and lasting two weeks; very filthy, and so furious that it was only 
with great difficulty clothes could be kept on him. He had been in the 
Institution two years with ne improvement. During his tranquillity he was 
listless and childish,—slept most of the time,—and could be occupied or 
diverted very little. At the time of opening the shop, he, being tranquil, 
was induced to go to work, and was placed in the upper story with the most 
quiet patients. He soon became intereste1, was taken to ride, fish, &c., for 
relaxation; continued his work with daily added interest, strength, and 
vigour; and in five months was discharged well. He has been, ever since 
his discharge, employed at his former trade, is industrious and faithful, and 
gives satisfaction to his employers.” 


Since writing the above, we have been favoured with the Report of the 
Friends’ Asylum for the Insane, near Philadelphia'—a well conducted insti- 
tution. In this we find an annual report by the physicians, Drs. Charles 
Evans and Robert R. Porter, from which we extract the following tabular 
view, drawn up by those gentlemen with the laudable views expressed in 
the paragraph that precedes it. 

“As it is highly desirable that accurate detailed information relative to 


insanity, in this country, should be collected ; in order that the great import- 
ance of a proper provision for the treatment of those afilicted with it, and 


} the comparative certainty of cure under such treatment, may be brought 


' Twentieth Annual Report on the State of the Asylum for the Relief of Persons 
deprived of the Use of their Reason. 8vo. pp. 18. Philadelphia, 1837. With a litho- 
graphic view of the institution. 
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with its deserved claims before the public; we have been induced to make 
out in tabular form the following synopsis of the cases in the asylum, third 
month Ist, 1836, and those received within the past year; hoping <hat in 
all other similar institutions a like course will be pursued. 


CONDITION, 
3 | DURATION. FORM. CAUSE. 
[36 years. ementia. Unknown. |Stationary. 
1} « Dementia. “ 
1} 1} 1 « Partial Insanity. “ “ 
1 124 « Moral Insanity. “ Restored. 
1 125 « Dementia. tationary. 
1 1) « Dementia. “ 
1} 39 « Partial Insanity. “ Restored. 
« Partial Insanity. “ Stationary. 
1) 1 1 « Dementia. “ “ 
« Dementia. “ Restored 
1} 1) (61 « Denentia. Constitutional. “ 
« Dementia. Religion. |Stationary. 
y 1 1s « Partial Insanity.| Domestic Difficulties. “ 
} 1 1 9 « Moral Insanity. |Constitutional. “ 
1 j12 « Moral Insanity. “ 
1 « Moral Insanity. “ Restored. 
il jis « Partial Insanity.| Unknown. Stationary. 
Moral Insanity. “ “ 
yl ys « Dementia. Ill requited love. “ 
jl « Partial Insanity.|Constitutional. 
1 4 Dementia. Domestic loss. 
1 « Partial Insanity.| Unknown. “ 
1 2 « Partial Insanity.| Fever. “ 
1) jas « Partial Insanity.| Unknown. | Restored. 
1 1} |Through life.jIdiocy. Constitutional. Stationary. 
1 1} |15 years, oral Insanity. 
« artial Insanity.| Unknown. 
1 « Dementia. Intemperance. 4 
1 1 5 « Moral Insanity. |Constitutional. Improved. 
1 « Partial Insanity.|[Intemperance. Restored. 
1 Wb « Dementia. Constitutional. Stationary. 
1 156 « artial Insanity.|Pecuniary Difficult’s. Much Impr’d. 
1 1 3 « mentia. Constitutional. Restored. 
jl} « mentia. Epilepsy. Stationary. 
1} 1} |From child’dj/Dementia. “ 
1} 1| [10 years, |Partial Insanity. Much Impr’d. 
1} 1) 40 « ementia. Fright. Stationary. 
1 17 « rtial Insanity.| Unknown. Improved. 
y 1 ly “ Moral Insanity. |Domestic Difficulties. Died. 
1] |Several years./Partial insanity. Much Impr’d. 
1} 1 7 years. mentia. Fever. Stationary. 
11 5 « oral Insanity. |Constitutional. Restored, 
1 23 artial Insanity.|Constitutional. Died. 
1 1) 1} « oral Insanity Much Impr’d. 
1 2 « Partial Insanity.| Religion. Restored. 
1} [Through life.|Moral Insanity. |Constitutional. Stationary. 
| Syears. Partial Insanity.|/Intemperance. 
1 1 2 « oral Insanity. |Defective Education. Restored. 
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45 
d = DURATION, FORM. CAUSE. 

1 1} 1 year. Partial Insanity .{[Intemperance. |Restored. 
63/41) 1 1 7 « Partial Insanity. “ “ 

54/45 1 Dementia. Trouble. Improved. 
55/35 1 1/14 Months. }|Partial Insanity.|Domestic trouble. |Much impr’d. 
56/35) 1 14 « Moral Insanity. |Intemperance. Restored. 
57/35} | 1) 1| [Several years.|Dementia. Stationary. 
§8|35) 1 1 Restored. 
59/33 1 6 months. {Partial Insanity.| Disappointment. Stationary. 
60/25) 1 I 4 « Partial Insanity.|Exposure. Restored. 
61/25) 1 1; }i3 « Dementia. Fever. Stationary. 
62/45) 1 1} |Many years. |Partial Insanity.|Paralysis. 

63)25 1)’ | 1) 1 week. Mania. Parturition. Restored. 
64/24) 1 1 4 months. |Moral Insanity. |Constitutional. “ 

65/20) 1 1 Partial Insanity. 

66/35 1 114 « Moral Insanity. |Constitutional. Improved. 
67/50) 1 l| 5 years. Moral Insanity. |Domestic difficulties.| Restored. 
68/37 « Partial Insanity. “ “ Improved. 
69/34) 1 « Partial Insanity.| « Injury of head.” “ 

70/50 1 1/18 months. |Dementia. Dissappointment. Stationary. 
7 « Partial Insanity. “ Restored. 
1 1/Over 1 year. {Moral Insanity. |Pecuniary Difficult’s. 

73/5 1 1/Several years.| Moral Insanity. |Constitutional. 

74,23) 1 1} [Through life.|Moral Insanity. “ Stationary. 
75:50) 1 1} 2 years. Moral Insanity. Restored. 
7653) 1 1 1 week. Mania. Domestic affliction. “ 

77/25) 1 1 2 years. Partial Insanity. Improved. 
78)3 1 2 « Partial Insanity.|Constitutional. Restored. 
79/20) 1 I 1 week. Partial Insanity.|Religion. 

80}1 1} 1} [Through life.| Dementia. Epilepsy. |Stationary. 
81/3 l 1} 2 years. {Partial Insanity./Parturition. Restored. 
82/2 1|Several years,|Moral Insanity. |Opium eating. “ 

83/56 1} 1 4 days. Mania. Constitutional. “ 

84150 1} 1} |Over 1 year. (Partial Insanity. “ 
85/30} | 1) 1 Partial Insanity. |Stationary. 
86/21) 1 i] {18 months. |Partial Insanity. Restored. 
87/45) 1 1|Over 2 years,|Partial Insanity./Constitutional. Improved. 
88/47} 1 months. {Moral Insanity. |Intemperance. Restored. 
89)30 1) 1 3 years. Partial Insanity. Stationary. 
90/40} | 1] 1} {18 months. [Partial Insanity. Improved. 
91/47) 1 Moral Insanity. “ 

92147, | 111 4 «4 Mania. Constitutional. Restored. 
93/26) 1 118 « Partial Insanity. Moch impr’d. 
94/25) 1 1 3 years. |Moral Insanity. |Constitutional. Improved. 
95)/52 1 1/10 days. Mania. Mechanical injury. |Restored. 
96/30} 1 1/18 months. |Partial Insanity./Constitutional. Much impr’d. 
97/20 1} 1 4 years. Partial Insanity. Improved. 
98/31) 1 1} 6 months. {Partial Insanity./Pecuniary difficult’ 
99/26) 1 1) jis « Partial Insanity.}Constitutional. Much impr’d. 
100/30) 1 Restored. 
101/31 il ise « Partial Insanity.|Disappointment. Improved. 
102/27) 1 1} 2 months. |Partial Insanity. “ 
103/24) 1 1 1 week. Mania. Disappointment. Died. 
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“ The following classification accords with that heretofore adopted :— 


First Class.—Patients whose disease was under three months’ duration, 
and the first attack. Restored, 7; just received, 1; died, 1—9. 

Second Class.—Over three months and within twelve. Restored, 5; 
much improved, 1; stationary, 2; just received, 1—9. 

Third Class.—More than one and within two years. Restored, 5; 
much improved, 4; improved, 4; stationary, 2; died, 1—16. 

Fourth Class.—More than two years standing. Restored, 19; much 
improved, 4; improved, 9; stationary,’ 36; died, 1—69. 


RECAPITULATION. 


Patients in the asylum, 3d month, Ist, 1836, 46; received since, 57—103. 
Discharged or died, 41; remaining in the asylum, 3d month, Ist, 1837, 
62— 103. 

Of the forty-one patients discharged there were, restored, 26; much 
3; improved, 5; stationary,’ 4; died, 3—41. 

Mf the sixty-two remaining in the house there are, restored, 10; much 
improved, 5; improved, 11; stationary, 36—62. 


The report of the physicians concludes with some remarks to show the 
advantages of treating insanity in well conducted asylums rather than at 
home. Every practitioner, who has had the misfortune to have such cases 
under his management in private, is aware of the impracticability, in the 
generality of instances, to have proper care bestowed on the management, 


and has felt delight as a philanthropist and as a physician, that establish- © 


ments of the nature of those whose reports are before us are in existence, 
where all that medical skill and attention can effect is assiduously bestowed, 
where every kindness is exhibited to the unfortunate sufferer, and where he 
can be wholly removed from those objects that suggest the insane hallucina- 
tion. If any plan of moral and physical management can prevail, it must be 
when thus administered. There is nothing but truth in the following ex- 
tract :— 


“One of the most common attendants upon insanity is the suspension of 
affection for relatives and friends, which is often succeeded by dislike and 
detestation, and those places which have been the scenes of former comfort 
and enjoyment, by false notions and harassing impressions, become asso- 
ciated in the mind with the causes of unhappiness and perplexity. Hence, 
home, and those who are watching over him with the tenderest solicitude 
for his welfare, instead of contributing to the sufferer’s comfort, or promoting 


his recovery, most frequently aggravate the violence of his » beara and § 


retard, if they do not repel, the approach of convalescence. 


sound seuse, that the patient should be immediately withdrawn from these 


! his being the | 
case, it is consonant alike with the dictates of disinterested affection and — 


sources of injury, and as before remarked, be placed where both medical and © 


moral means can be brought to combat with his disease; and hence one of | 


the great advantages of properly conducted asylums. Unhappily, however, | 


it too often happens that the friends of the patient, through mistaken kind- | 


ness or false pride, suffer the most propitious period for effecting a cure to 


pass by, before they consent to his removal to a public institution, which he © 


at last enters, when either his energies have become exhausted by unre- 
strained indulgence, or he has become too violent to be managed at home.” 


! Nearly all these are cases of many year’ standing. 
? Three of these have been deranged upwards of ten years. 
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Deaths from Amputation.— Keratoplastice. A7 


Art. IV.—DEATHS FROM AMPUTATION. 


In some of those trying cases, which occasionally present themselves to 
the surgeon, and which were formerly doomed universally to the knife— 
such as compound fractures and luxations—and where he decides ~ »%1n 
attempting to save the limb, and the patient dies, it is too commoniy 
believed, that if amputation had been resorted to life would almost cer- 
tainly have been preserved. Nothing is more erroneous. After describing 
a successful case of excision of the elbow joint, practised by himself in June 
1835,' and which he says, so far as he knows, is the first of the kind per- 
formed in the United States, Dr. Thomas Harris affirms that, in the last 
two years, they have lost at least one case of amputation in four in the 
Pennsylvania Hospital, by the formation of metastatic abscesses, either in 
the brain, lungs, or liver. “It has been reported at the Hotel Dieu, that 
more than half their amputations terminate in the same discouraging man- 
ner. Nor ought this effect to excite our wonder, since by lopping off a 
considerable portion of the body, the equable action of the system is in 
some degree destroyed, causing thereby more or less disturbance in its 
functions.” 


Art. V.—TRANSPLANTATION OF THE CORNEA (KERATO- 
PLASTICE.) 
BY DR. W. THOME’.® 

Reisinger appears to have first had the idea of removing the whole of the 
cornea when obscured, and supplying its place by the healthy cornea of an 
animal, Experiments with the same view were made by Mossler and 
Dieffenbach.* By cautiously detaching—at a line from its circumference— 
the cornea of a rabbit or dog, and attaching a cornea taken in the same man- 
ner from another rabbit or dog to the edges of the incision by means of two 
fine sutures towards the angles of the eye, the new cornea in from twenty- 
four to thirty-six hours adhered to the whole of the cut circumference; pre- 
serving all, or nearly all, its transparency. No necessity existed to apply a 
bandage over the eye, or to use antiphlogistics. The sight, however, became 
troubled some little at a later period. Experiments made from the rabbit 
to the dog, and from the dog to the rabbit, succeeded perfectly. M. Thomé 
consequently infers, that the diseased human cornea might be removed in 
this manner, and be replaced by that of an animal—especially of the hog ; 
but he has never tried the experiment. 


1 A successful case of the kind, as performed by Mr. Key, is reported in the second 
number of the “ Guy’s Hospital Reports,” p. 268, by Mr. Blackburn.— Ed. 

? American Journal of the Medical Sciences, for Feb. 1837. p. 344. 

3 De Cornee Transplantatione. Dissert. inaug. med. Bonn. 1835. 4to. 3 lith. 
Broxelles, 1835. See Encyclograph. des Sciences Médic. Decemb. 1836. 

*Most’s Encyklopidie,u.s.w. Zweites Heft. 8. 383. Leipzig, 1836. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 


Professor McNaughton’s Address. 


This pertinent address contains a history of legislation in the state of 
New York, touching the exercise of medicine.: It shows clearly, we think, 
the impolicy of the multiplication of medical schools in that state ; the num- 
ber of students recently attending both at Fairfield and Geneva College not 
exceeding the class in attendance at Fairfield alone in 1834. 

Professor McNaughton draws attention to what he considers a few of the 
defects in medical education. The greatest, he properly thinks, is the state 
of the preliminary education of students of medicine, “Much the greater 
number of them are destitute of classical attainments; and even their Eng- 
lish education is often very imperfect. Nota few of the graduates in medi- 
cine are unable to translate a line of their dipioma.” 

Professor McNaughton is somewhat severe on some of his New England 
neighbours. 


“ There exists on our eastern border, a cordon of medical schools, some of 
which are so accommodating as to give two courses of lectures in a year, to 
which the students of this state could resort, even in greater numbers than 
they do now, if the requirements for degrees were much higher with us than 
in other states. By the printed regulations of some of the medical schools 
of the adjoining states, it would seem, that the requisitions for degrees are 
higher than in this state; for, a competent knowledge of Latin and natural 
philosophy is required. But, notwithstanding, it is found, in practice, that 
the want of such acquirements is no prsmoneess D objection to the success of 
a candidate for the degree. 

“Tt is well known to the generality of students in this state, that a medi- 
eal degree can be as easily obtained in the New England colleges as in 
those of this state. In one of these schools the facility of obtaining degrees 
is becgme notorious. We know of several instances in which degrees were 
conferred on persons rejected, not only once but twice, in this state—persons 
noted for natural dulness, as well as ignorance of their profession. 

“Last spring, an instance occurred, in which a degree was conferred on 
an individual, rejected by one of our colleges, within a few months of his 
rejection, and without ~~ attendance on lectures at the college conferring 
the degree, although, by their printed regulations, the candidate is required 
to have attended one full course, at least, at the institution. It is manifest, 
that, while this state of things is tolerated, if the requirements for degrees in 
this state were higher than elsewhere, our own schools would be deserted, 
and the professors left to discourse to a ‘beggarly account of empty’ benches. 
The requisitions for license must be raised, before we can demand higher 
qualifications from candidates for degrees. 

“It is for this society to determine, whether or not it be expedient, at pre- 
sent, to require more extensive general knowledy. before bestowing a license. 
It would be unjust to insist, all at once, on higher attainments from candi- 
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dates ; but it certainly appears proper, and necessary, that some steps should 4 


be taken to bring about such a measure of reform, as to affect all who may, 


from this time, enter upon the study of medicine. I believe this society |7 
possesses the power to determine the qualifications necessary for receiving — 


their license, without further action of the legislature.” 


An individual! can obtain a license from the state or county medical socie- 
ties without any attendance on lectures. Four years’ study is requisite, but 
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1 Address delivered before the Medical Society of the State of New York, Feb. 8 | 


1837, By James McNaughton, M. D., President of the Society, pp. 40. Albany, 1837. 
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Professor McNaughton’s Address. 49 


Professor McNaughton suggests that the attendance on one full course of 
lectures should be a prerequisite to receiving a license; and that the candi- 
date should likewise be required to have attended the practice of some 
respectable hospital for six months, and to have gone through at least one 
course of dissections. 

It is to be regretted that the following remarks should be applicable any 
where. The good sense of the community cannot fai! to abolish the evil 
depicted. 

“In regard to dissections, all our schools labour under disadvantages. 
There is no legal mode of obtaining subjects. It is by law declared felony 
to be concerned in the exhumation vr dissection of a human body. The 
only subjects legally obtained, are the bodies of convicts who die at the 


state prisons, not claimed for buria! by relatives. If all who die at the state 
prisons were given "p, the supply would be inadequate. The bodies of 


§ those only who die in winter can be of any use, and these seldom exceed 


two or three during the season. Few as these are, those from the prison at 
Auburn are divided between the schools at Fairfield and Geneva. The 
result of this narrow policy is, that the schools, particularly the country 
ones, are scantily supplied—and that, in all, the supply is precarious and 
expensive ;—for it cannot be agers that those who procure subjects, at 
the hazard of liberty and life, will expose themselves, without compensation 
corresponding with the risk they run. 

“ Great Britain, after a course of illiberal measures on this subject, has at 
last legalised the pursuit of anatomy ; and the example has been, very much 
to her credit, followed by the state of Massachusetts. New York has the 
unenviable distinction of having on her statute books a law, on this subject, 
such as has never been known in the legislation of any civilised community 
since the darker ages. It would be difficult to say whether we could hope 
for success in an atttempt to get this law repealed. When, a few years 

0, such an attempt was made, at the gener: revision of the laws, instead 
of relaxing the severity of the existing law, it was proposed by the revisers 
to withhold even the bodies of those who died at the state prisons. 

“ They contended, that so long as the bodies of criminals were given up, 
the practice of human dissection would remain unpopular. When asked, 
‘ow the public schools were to get subjects, it was answered, that they could 


* get them fromsother states. Now, if it be wrong to procure subjects for dis- 


section, at home, it cannot be right, in our humble opinion, to get them from 
abroad. The idea of rendering dissection popular, by not associating it with 
crime on the part of those dissected, is a most preposterous one. There isa 
feeling in the human breast, that revolts at the thought of seeing the remains 
of friends and relatives mutilated ; that their dissection can never be tolerated, 
except under very peculiar circumstances, or to subserve the ends of public 
justice. 

“Then, as the public safety demands it, and as no medical man can dis- 
charge his duty properly, who is not skilled in anatomy, is it not absurd to 


5 be establishing medical schools, while it is declared felony to procure the 


means by which alone they can flourish, or accomplish the ends for which 
they are instituted? Is it not moral cowardice, or something worse, on the 
part of representatives, to shrink from the performance of a solemn duty, for 
fear of wounding the prejudices of some few of the most ignorant of their 
constituents? Is it creditable for intelligent, liberally educated men, when 
such questions are discussed, to appeal to the passions of the multitude, 
about the injustice of giving up the bodies of the poor—the unfortunate, 
friendless poor—to the scalpel of the unutomist? Such a course might be 
expected of a demagogue ;—but better things might be looked for from men 
of enlightened minds. If anatomy must be studied—if the public safety 
require it, (and who denies it?) ought not the legislature to make suitable 


& Provision for doing it legally ? In some way or other it will be done. Is it 
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not better then that the remains of the inmates of our jails, penitentiaries, 
and alms-houses—persons that have been ape supported at the public ex- 
pense, and who have no relatives or friends whose feelings can be wounded 
—shall be given up for dissection, under proper restrictions, than that the 
graves should be robbed, the feelings of friends lacerated, and whole com- 
munities thrown into confusion and disturbance. 

“In France, where the government provides subjects, such a thing as the 
violation of a private burying ground is unknown. Such would be the effect 
of liberal measures here: and the credit of the state requires that something 
should be done.” 


We are pleased to observe that the views of Professor McNaughton har- 
monise so well with our own on many topics. He will find, that in a forth- 
coming publication’ we had arrived at many of the same conclusions with 
himself. 

Abercrombie on Diseases of the Brain? 

A reprint of this very edition of the beautiful and valuable little volume 
before us has been published in this country by Carey, Lea & Blanchard. 
It ought to be read by every practitioner. 


South on the Bones. 


The fact of this little volume being in its third edition is 2 sufficient 
evidence of the estimation in which it is held in Great Britain. It con- | 
tains nearly two hundred woodcuts of the bones; the drawings having 
been made from the bones themselves, with the exception of the frontis- | 7 
piece from Cheselden, and some parts of the ear, which have been taken | % 
from Sdmmering’s great work, “De Auditu.” A letter from the publisher ~ 


to the editor of this journal states tha: he has sent a quautity for sale to the 
Messrs. Carey & Hart, of Philadelphia. 


Combe’s Physiology.‘ 

This little work—intended more for the public than the profession—has 
had a surprising sale. Two reprints have been made of it in this country: 
one of the first edition in New York, and another of the third edition, we 
believe, in Boston. Dr. Combe asserts that nearly twenty thousand copies 
were sold in England and America within two years and a half of its first 
publication! Perhaps no work has had a greater effect in diffusing a taste 
for the study of physiology through the community. 


1 The Medical Student, 

2 Pathological and Practical Researches on Diseases of the Brain and Spinal Cord. 
By John Abercrombie, M. D. Oxon. and Edin., V. P. R. S. E., Fellow of the Royal 
College of wey of Edinburgh, Member of the Royal Academy of Medicine of 
France, and First Physician to his Majesty in Scotland. 3d edit. enlarged. 12mo. 
pp- 457. Edinburgh, 1836. 


4 oppo! 


3A Description of the Bones, with their several connections with each other _ 
and with the muscles: specially adapted for students in anatomy. By John F. South, © 


Assistant Surgeon to St. Thomas’s Hospital. Illustrated with numerous engravings 


by Branston. 3d edit. enlarged and corrected. 12mo pp. 145. Lond. 1837. 
Improvement of Physical and 


of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh, and Consulting Physician to their 


Majesties the King and Queen of the Belgians. Sth edit. revised and enlarged. Small | 
4, pr 


8vo. pp. 438. Edinb. 1836. 
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Morton on Consumption. 

The call for a new edition of Dr. Morton’s work, in so short a time, suf- 
ficiently attests the value placed upon it by his professional brethren. 

The present edition is much enlarged and improved; the former, indeed, 
as he justiy remarks, was but the skeleton of the present; the whole work 
has been re-written, and the quantity of matter is considerably more than 
double. Within the period, too, that has elapsed, Dr. Morton has had the 
opportunity of personally observing the climate of some of the West India 


= islands, and the results are of course embodied in the volume before us. 


delphia, 1837. 


The work enquires into those morbid conditions of the lungs and their 
appendages that usually co-exist with phthisis; into the anatomy of tuber- 


: cular matter; the pathology, causes, symptoms, and treatment of phthisis; 


its complications with other diseases; into those diseases which have been 


@ regarded as species and varieties of phthisis; and into the character of the 
§ different climates, &c., to which the consumptive are sent. 


The appendix comprises: 1. Maxims for individuals who visit the West 
Indies in search of health; 2. On the existence of pulmonary consumption 


| among the North American Indians (with an interesting letter from Dr. 


Pitcher, of the U. S. army); 3. Statistics of lung diseases in some of the 
cities of the Union; 4. Relative frequency of tuberculous disease in the dif- 
ferent organs, and at different ages; 5. Influence of age on the existence of 


® tubercles; 6. Influence of insanity on pulmonary consumption ; and 7. Influ- 


ence of different professions on phthisis. 
The work is highly creditable to Dr. Morton as a pathological observer, 


® and a medical writer, azd we strongly recommend it to the perusal of the 


practitioner. 


Memoirs of tke Royal Academy of Medicine of Paris? 
This fasciculus contains two biographical notices—one of M. Dupuytren, 
the other of M. Lerniinier; the subjects of the prizes decreed by the 
academy ; a memoir b; M. Itard on deafness; one by Dubois of Amiens, 


= entitled “ New Philosophical Inductions, applied to the study of Idiocy and 
= Dementia ;” psychological remarks on the Siamese twins, by the same 
§ individual ; and a notice of the cow-pox, discovered at Passy, near Paris, in 


1836, by Bousquet. A translation of the memoir of M. Itard appears in our 
present number. 
In addition to the “ Mémoires,” the society publish a “ Bulletin,” which is 


| edited by MM. Pariset, Roche and Bousquet. It contains the transactions 


of the Academy, noticed briefly, with such communications as are not of 
sufficient length for the “Mémoires.” The “Bulletin” appears twice a 


= month, in 8vo. 


! Illustrations of Pulmonary Consumption, its Anatomical Characters, Causes, Symp. 
toms ..d Treatment. To which are added some remarks on the climate of the United 
States, the West Indies, &c., with thirteen plates, drawn and coloured from nature. 


@ Second edition. By Samuel George Morton, M.D. Late Physician to the Philadel- 
phia Almshouse Hospital; Member of the Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh ; of 
me the Philadelphia Medical Society ; of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of the 


University of New York; of the American Philosophical eng of the Academy 
of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, &c. &c., (with two mottos.) 8vo. pp. 349. Phila- 


* Mémoires de Il’Academie Royaie de Médecine. Tom. V. Fascic. 4°. avec Planches, 
4to, pp. 146. Paris, 1836. 
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Swan’s Comparative Anatomy of the Nervous System.' : that | 
These are really most beautiful illustrations of the nervous system | DSP 


of some of the lower animals. Plate I. is the dorsal aspect of the crab, | 7 

(cancer pagurus); II. The ventral aspect; III. The dorsal aspect of the | take 
lobster, (astacus marinus); and IV. The ventral aspect of the same | ® Pe 
Plate V. contains seven figures. 1. The centipede, (scolopendra morsi- | % Dr 
tans). 2. Dorsal aspect cf the earth-worm, (lumbricus terrestris). 3. |% hear 
Ventral aspect of the same. 4. The leech, (Airudo medicinalis), 5. The (am healt 
slug, (limaz ater). 6. The whelk (buccinum undatum), avd another view | °° 
of the same fish. Plate VI. shows the sympathetic nerve of the cod, (gadu: | @ lif 
morrhua) ; and plate VII. the spinal nerves of the same. 4 wn 
bits | 

Professor Dunglison’s Address? pertil 

We can say no more of this address than that its object is—to show thai | % scien 
medicine has always kept pace with the sister sciences of physics and meta- | M1 
physics ; to uphold the dignity and usefulness of the medical profession; | % the d 
and to inculcate sound principles of medical ethics, ® night 
Appended to the address is a list of the graduates of the school to which | @ desir 
the author is attached. man: 
founc 

eight 
Inw 

- MORISON’S PILLS. haps 
In a recent action, brought by Messrs. Morison & Moat, the well-known —% (roar 
manufacturers and venders of the so called “ Morison’s pills,” against Alder. “Ri 


man Harmer, proprietor of the London Weekly Despatch, for an alleged | gener 
libel published in that newspaper, some eminent physicians of the British | book, 


metropolis were called on to give testimony. The language of the libel | no at 
was by no means equivocal or guarded. “Since we,” said the defendants, " ® lengt 
“ commenced exposing the homicidal tricks of these impudent and ignorant in th 
scamps, who-had the audacity to pretend to cure all diseases with one kind ) he hi 
of pills, which pills were composed of nothing more or less than gamboge | @ the it 
and aloes, several of the rotgut rascals have been convicted of manslaughter, 7 the fi 
and fined and imprisoned for killing people with enormous doses of their 4 vomi 
‘ Universal vegetable boluses.’” He tl 

On the trial, Professor Daniel, of King’s college, London, stated that he taken 
analysed the pills. No. 1 consisted of resin of aloes, eleven grains and one Mr 
tenth; cream of tartar, ten grains and four tenths; gum and soluble matter, ~) Jos 
four grains and four tenths—in twelve pills. No. 2 consisted of resin o! 7 @ pains 
aloes, five grains and one tenth; gamboge, four grains and one tenth; | days 


pounded colocynth, two grains; gum, four grains and seven tenths; cream —§ paid 
of tartar, six grains and seven tenths. 
Mr. Daniel’s evidence was corroborated by that of Mr. Hume, the chemist. — They 
Sir H. Halford, amongst other matters, stated, that he had no conception 7 week 


this i 
1 Iilustrations of the Comparative Anatomy of the Nervous System. By Joseph % 
Swan, P. I. 4to pp. 27. Seven plates. London, 1835. 
Address to the Medical Graduates of the Jefferson Medical College. Delivered 
is March 11th, 1837. By Robley Dunglison, M. D., Professor of the Institutes of Medi- 9 ‘diser 
cine and Medical Jurispradence. Published by the graduates. 8vo. pp. 20. Philadel. 


phia, 1837. 
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that the pills could be safe in all cases, and he should be sorry to attempt in 
his practice to administer them, He could not pretend to say what dose of 
the pills would preduce death; but thought it would be most dangerous to 
take eight hundred and fifty pills in thirteen days ; he would be surprised by 
a perfect recovery being induced by it. 

Dr. James Johnson had seen the advertisement of these pills, and also 


= heard the results of the analysis; did not think it proper for the public 
@ health that the pills should be given in the quantities prescribed, and for the 


cure of the diseases named ; the pills were calculated to be very destructive 
to life; the great culpability consists in their indiscriminate administration, 
and in such excessive quantities. 

On the gart of the plaintiffs, evidence was adduced which signally exhi- 


® bits how prone the human mind is to lean to empiricism, and with what 


pertinacity mankind will continue to cling to that which, if advised by a 


® scientific practitioner, would be abandoned with one half the trial. 


Mr. Saunders, a retired tradesman, deposed, that he gradually increased 


= the dose of the pills, until he took twenty every night for two months; one 


night, feeling very unwell, he took a second twenty, and found they had the 


@ desired effect. At the end of two months he found himself quite a new 


man; his complaints were entirely removed, (much laughter); he had since 
found them to be cures for tic douloureux, and lumbago, taken in doses of 


4 eight a day, (renewed laughter). Cross-examined by Mr. Sergeant Wilde. 


In what part of your person had you the tic douleureux? Witness,—Per- 


4 haps if I had said the toothache and swollen face it would have been better, 


(roars of laughter). 

Richard Linton deposed, that twelve years ago he was afflicted with 
general debility. Mr. Abernethy, to whom he applied, told him to read his 
book, (laughter); when he described to Mr. Abernethy how he felt, he paid 


# no attention, but walked about the room and sang “tol lol de rol.” At 


length he heard of Morison’s pills, and took them, eight at night and eight 
in the morning; they cured him. Thought, during the cholera period, that 


we he had the disease. Took twenty pills, No. 1, and twenty No. 2, to calm 


the irritation of No. 1; awoke in the night, and told his wife how he felt ; 
the first dose had worked off; so took twenty more of No. 2. These caused 
vomiting, so he took fifteen of No. 1 to stop it; which gave him partial relief. 
He then took twenty of No. 2, and was cured of the cholera. His wife had 
taken thousands of the pills. 

Mr. Huxtable was cured of a fistula by the pills. 

Joseph Pearce, a grocer and cheesemonger, was attacked with giddiness, 


| pains in the head, and loss of appetite; took sixty pills a day for thirteen 
s days; received relief; took eighteen thousand in two years, (great laughter). 


paid about £22 for the eighteen thousand, and they were well worth it, 


§ (laughter). Mr. Sergeant Wilde,—How did they affect you? Witness,— 


They produced a great discharge from my nose, which lasted for three 
weeks, (loud laughter). Mr. Sergeant Wilde,—It is suggested to me that 
this is the way you paid for them—through the nose, (continued laughter.) 

The jury, by their verdict, denounced the pills as dangerous ; but added, 
that they thought they might be taken if administered with proper eare and 
discretion. 


' London Times, for Feb. 11, 13, and 14, 1837. 
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All the facts, connected with these pills, seem to show that, when , 
“tolerance” is attained, an almost unlimited number may be taken with 
impunity ; but that in other cases this tolerance is not acquired; and they 
induce inflammation of the lining membrane of the bowels, which has, in 
more than one instance, terminated fatally. 


Morbus Brightii—In the next number of the “Library” we purpose to 
give the valuable paper of Dr. Bright, published in the first volume of Guy’s 
Hospital Reports,' entitled “ Cases and Observations IIlustrative of Renal 
Disease accompanied with the Secretion of Albuminous Urine.” It may be 
known to most of our readers, that Dr. Bright was the first to detect a granu- 
lar affection of the kidney, accompanied with albuminous urine, in dropsy. 
His observations were published in the year 1827.* Since that time many 
similar cases have been described, but all have so unhesitatingly assigned 
him the merit of having first pointed out the connection between morbid 


conditions mentioned, that it has been termed in France, the Maladi: 4 
de Bright, and elsewhere the Morbus Brightii. We have now before us | 
the “Journal der praktischen Heilkunde,” of G. W. Hufeland | 


and E. Osann, for September last, in which there is the first portion of a 
translation into German, by Dr. Nevermann, Practising Physician and Ope- 
rator at Plau, in Mecklenburg-Schwerin, of a Danish paper by Dr. Larpent, 
of Copenhagen, “On the Morbus Brightii, or on Albuminous Urine in 
Dropsy as a pathognomonic sign of a peculiar disease of the kidney.” 

Dr. Bright assigns too great frequency perhaps to the malady in question; 


but it is one that excites at present ‘ » much interest every where, and is | 7 
withal of so much practical importance, that our readers ought to have an | % 


opportunity of examining his views in his own language. 


Carver on the Seat of the Moi or Mind—We have received from Dr. 
Hartwell Carver, of Pittsford, Monroe county, New York, some remarks on 
the case by Dr. Boerstler, published in our first number, which are doubtless 
as original with him as they are peculiar. The doctor says he has long 
believed that the brain is not the seat of the intellectual and moral acts, and 
that the case in question confirms his conviction. He considers, that al! the 


nerves assume and obtain their peculiar sensibility after they emerge fron 


the brain ; and that the agency of this viscus is confined to its growing the 


nerves “through its rich and nutritious quality,” “like our gardens from — 
which we grow our vegetables, which have but one property, that of nour- 


ishing and causing various articles tu grow;” and he concludes that the 
mind and all the different senses are formed remote from the brain: “there 
are no facts that prove the mind to be formed in the brain, or that the nerves 
come forth from the brain with intelligence.” 

Dr. Carver’s own mind appears to be made up on this matter, but we 
apprehend he will meet with insuperable difficulties, if he attempt to cause 
others to participate in his belief. 


! Page 338. London, 1836. 


rts of Medical Cases, selected with a view of illustrating the symptoms and © 


2 Re 
cure of diseases by a reference to morbid anatomy. 2 vols. 4to. London, 1827—1831. 
With coloured engravings. 


} 


vesic! 
lengt 
3. Tl 


™ the d 


two | 


one 


simile 


Pri 
land | 


Profe: 


amiat 


Lo 


grant 
tute.” 
q are in 
340,0 
able « 


expec 


Me 
that i 
tion t 


deem 


the p 
groun 


stridu 


Janua 


He 


been 


with | 
him te 
becan 


distre 
toms | 
“ D 


talent 


\4 Ag 
im the A 
= Gras 
labou 
unde: 
| 
= 
4 
RE 
Lo 
a 
1 
* TI 
+ 


Necrology. 55 


Agency of the Acarus in producing the lich.—\In a mémoire read before 
the Académie Royale de Médecine on the 23d of October last, M. Albin 
Gras concludes: 1. That the acarus exists in the large majority of those 
labouring under the itch, and probably in all before they have been placed 
under treatment; 2. After the destruction of the insects, the itching of the 
vesicular, pustular, and papular eruption may continue for a while, and at 
length yield only to a methodical treatment, but the disease is not contagious ; 
3. That the acarus is the agent of the contagion of the itch. In the course of 


® the discussions it was stated by M. Maury, that M. Pariset had inoculated 


two lunatics by means of the acarus, and that it had succeeded so well that 
one of them had communicated the disease to his family. Other cases of a 
similar kind were mentioned. 


Professor Ducatel.—The medical department of the University of Mary- 
land has experienced another Joss in the resignation of Dr. Julius T. Ducatel, 


® Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy, and for three years the editor’s 


amiable, able, and effective colleague in that institution. 


Louisville Medical School.—In the year 1837, the legislature of Kentucky 
granted a charter for the establishment of the “Louisville Medical Insti- 
tute.” Acting under this, the mayor and council of Louisville have, we 
are informed, appropriated four acres of ground within the city, valued at 
$40,000, as a college site, and $50,000 in money, for the erection of a suit- 


me able edifice, the purchase of a library, apparatus, &c. The sehool, it is 


expected, will commence its operations in the ensuing fall. 


Medical School of the Transy!vania University.— We regret to learn, 
that in consequence of dissensions which have unfortunately arisen, in rela- 
tion to the removal of this school from Lexington to Louisville, it has been 
deemed expedient, by the board of trustees of the university, to remove all 


f the professors, and to go into a fresh election. Precise statements of the 
m grounds of this procedure have not yet reached us. 


NECROLOGY. 
Dr. Hugh Ley.—This intelligent physician—whose work on laryngismus 


s stridulus' we had but lately received from England—died on the 24th of 


January last, of the consequences of rheumatic inflammation of the heart. 


i He had suffered from acute rheumatism many years ago, and had of late 


been frequently subject to rheumatic inflammation of the limbs, accompanied 
with pain and swelling, though not commonly of such severity as to confine 


@ him to bed. The heart had been injured in one of the early attacks, and 
® became progressively hypertrophied, attended with so much palpitation and 


distress as to render it difficult for him to attend to business. These symp- 
toms gradually augmented until the period of his death. 
“Dr. Ley,” says one well acquainted with him,* “ was a man of skill and 


® talent, well informed in his profession, and having a very remarkable com- 


' An Essay on the Laryngismus Stridulus, or Croup-like Inspiration of Infants, &c. 
Lond. 1836. 


? The London Medical Gazette, for Feb. 11, 1837. p. 752. 
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mand of language; indeed, he was one of the most fluent lecturers an : 


speakers we ever met with. His professional reputation was withow 
blemish, and his sentiments on al). subjects were those of a gentleman.” 
He was Physician-accoucheur to Middlesex Hospital, and Lecturer on 
Obstetrics at St. Bartholomews. 
Dr. Turner, Professor of Chemistry in University College, London. 
This distinguished chemical writer and teacher died recently of pulmonary 
consumption, under the symptoms of which he had long laboured. Before 


he was appointed to the chair of chemistry in the London University, he ~ 


had acquired so much reputation as a private lecturer on that subject i) 
Edinburgh, that he was unhesitatingly chosen for the responsible office, 
His “Elements of Chemistry’—five American editions of which have | q 
appeared, with notes and emendations, by Dr. Franklin Bache of this city— 


have made him well known to, and justly appreciated by the American 


philosopher and student. His funeral took place on the 18th of February, q 


attended by a procession of the students. 
It is asserted that Professor Christison, of Edinburgh, is to succeed him in 
his professorship.’ 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


The Principles of Physiology, we to the Preservation of Health, and 
to the Improvement of Physical and Mental Education. By Andrew Combe, 
M. D., &c. &c. 5th edit. revised and enlarged. Edinb. 1836. 

An anes on the Laryngismus Stridulus, or Croup-like Inspiration o/ 
Infants. To which are appended Illustrations of the Genera! Principles oi 
the Pathology of the Nerves, and of the Functions and Diseases of the Pa: 
Vagum and its Principal Branches. By. Hugh Ley, M. D., Member of the 
Royal College of Physicians of London, &c. &c: * Illustrated with plates. 
8vo. London, 1836. 

A Treatise on Insanity and other Disorders affecting the Mind. By Jame: 
Cowles Prichard, M. F. R. S., &ce. &e. 8vo. London, 1835. 

Pathological and Practical Researches on Diseases of the Brain and the 
Spinal Cord. By John Abercrombie, M. D., Oxon. and Edinb., V.P.R. S. 

‘E., &c. 3d edit. enlarged. 12mo. Edinb. 1836. 

A Conspectus of the Pharmacopeias of the London, Edinburgh, ani 
Dublin Colleges of Physicians; being a Practical Compendium of Materia 
Medica and meaner By Anthony Todd Thompson, M. D., F. R.5. 
Professor of Materia Medica and Pharmacy in the University of London. 
9th edit. 18mo. ; 

New and Complete Manual of Auscultation and Percussion, applied to 
the Diagnosis of Diseases. By M. A. Raciborski, M. D., of the Faculty o! 
Paris, &c. Translated by Wijliam Fitzherbert, B. A.. Cambridge. Small 
8vo. London, 1835. 

A Bedside Manual of Physical Diagnosis, applied to Diseases of the 
Lungs, Pleure, Heart, Vessels, Abdominal Viscera and Uterus. By Charles 
Cowan, M.D., P. & E. 24mo. London, 1836. 


- The kind communications of Dr. Thos. F. Betton, of Germantown, and 
of Dr. H. J. Bowditch, of Boston, are duly appreciated. 


_! The London Medical and Surgical Journal, for Feb. 18, 1837. 
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